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LETTERS 
LATELY PUBLISHED AT BRISTOL. 
N 60 


75 the Preachers late in Connection with the Rev. Mr. WESLEY, 


and all Others whom it may concern. 


Partial and erroneous © Statement of Facts, having been laid 


* > before you, reſpecting the Expulſion of Mr. MooRE from the 
Briſtol Chapels by the Truſtees ; it becomes highly neceſſary that 
the real State of the 
quirer may ſee on what Ground it ſtands. 

In the Y 


utmoſt Harmony and Peace. But to ſupport the Ordination Plan, 
a few Perſons were brought forward and encouraged to build a New 
Chapel in the Neighbourhood, under the Pretence ot ſupporting 
the Methodiſt Cauſe in Connection with the Church of England, in the 
ſame Manner it had been uſually carried on there ; and under this 
Pretence a Collection was made in various Places for that Purpoſe. 
But after a while the Diſguiſe was diſcovered, and upon particular 
Inveſtigation it appeared, that the Plan was formed before a Stone 
was laid, to open the above Chapel in QMurch Hours, to adminiſter 
the Sacrament, and as it has ſince turned out, to Baptize, and Bury 
the Dead. This Duplicity of Conduct and Deception, which was 
managed ſo artfully and ſecretly as to deceive even ſome of the 
Truſtees of the ſaid Chapel themſelves, very much affected the Old 
Members of the Society, who conſidered themſelves unhandſome- 
ly treated by Mr. Moore and his Party; for while they were avow- 
ing one Thing they were proſecuting another. — However, they 
a in Building the Chapel, denying they had any other 


iews but to ſupport the old Plan, till it was nearly finiſhed ; when 


a few Perſons applied ſecretly to the Conference to have it opened 
in Church Hours, and to have the Sacrament. IX 
At this Time, Mr. Moore, having been in the Circuit two Years 


was removed to Bath, (a convenient Diſtance for the Purpole!) and 


Mr. Bradburn ſent to Briſtol, to complete the Plan which Mr. Moore 
had begun. How Mr. Bradburn conducted himſelf, is well known, 
not only in theſe Parts, but throughout the whole Kingdom, by the 
various Publications on the Subje&.—So that the Briſtol Societ 

have been kept between Mr. Moore and Mr. Bradburn, for theſ. 
three Years in a State of the utmoſt Diſtraction. A violent Party 
has been raiſed by Degrees, to ag on their new Scheme, in Op- 


polition 


Caſe ſhould be known, that the impartial In- 


ears 1790 and 1791, Mr. Moore was in the Briſtol Cir- | 
cuit ;—when he came among the People, the Society enjoyed the 


to 


poſition to the Inclination of a great Number of the old and moſt 
worthy of its Members; and in Oppoſition to the public Declara- 
tions of the Minutes of the various Conferences ſince Mr. I, efley's 
Death.—For there has been no Appearance of Unanimity among 
the People, for the Innovations attempted to be introduced ;—there 
has been conſtantly the moſt decided Marks of Diſapprobation to 
the Meaſures ;—and nothing could be expected but a Diviſion of 
the People or the Ruin of the Society,—And yet there have been 
two Preachers found inconſiderate enough to perſiſt in carrying, by 
any Means, this favorite Plan of Se/f aggrand: tement, into Execution. 
And it ſeems they would have been willing to keep up the ſame 
Diſturbance for two or three Years more, if permitted. As no- 
thing is more evident than this, by their getting themſelves again 
appointed to the Briſtol and Bath Circuits by the late Conference. 
And as a further Corroboration of this Conjetture, the very firſt 
Step taken by Mr. Moore, at the Inſtance of Dr. Coke, was the ad- 
miniſtering of the Lord's Supper at Portland Chapel, when there 
was a Clergyman preſent who was not aſked to aſſiſt; —and this 
the Doctor did after he was told that Mr. Moore's adminiſterin 
the Sacrament, would prevent his being received here ; as the 
Truſtees, &c. objected to its being done but by a Clergyman 
of the Church of England.—So that theſe meaſures were concerted 
to force the Ordination Scheme upon the People, without their 

eneral Concurrence ;—and which Proceedings gave conſiderable 
D [guſt to many of the Preachers who were at that Time met to 
8 the Conference. 

The Truſtees therefore, being called upon by their ſufferin 
Brethren, to put an End to thoſe, Evils they had ſo long nbourch 
under, (many of whom had mourned and wept, and bled in Silence, 
for a confiderable Time paſt. owing to the Contentions among us) 
were at laſt paznfully urged to exerciſe that Power inveſted in them 


by Virtue of their Deed of Truſt, and to reject Mr. Moore —And 


they conceive that therein they have done that which is perfectly 
Right 1 in the Sight of God, and every unprejudiced Mind, 

It may be neceſſary to obſerve here, that the Briſto] Truſtees are 
obliged by their Deed to appoint Preachers every Month—in doing 
of Thich they always wiſh to confirm the Choice of the Confe- 
rence---only reſerving to themſelves a Negative, in exceptionable 
Caſes like the preſent. 

The Conference have appointed Three old ſteady Preachers, 
for the Briſtol Circuit this Year, viz. Mr. Benſon, Mr. Rodda, and 
Mr Vaſey, which are quite as many as are neceſſary, being the 
ſame Number that were there the laſt Year, and which Appoint- 
ment the Truſtees have molt cordially confirmed. By this Means 

every 


*.% 


. „ 


every Accommodation is provided for the whole Society; Mr. 
Vaſey, being a Clergyman, is willing to adminiſter the Sacrament 
as often as the People (hall require it. So that the Contention at 
preſent 1s about one Man. 

If there is any Party fo attached to Mr. Moore, as to think it 
neceſſary to make a Diviſion to ſupport his Cauſe, the Truſtees 
and their Friends who wh to continue in Communion with the Church 
of England, hope they will depart in Peace, and leave them to 
purſue the Old Way in which tor more than Fitty Years they have 
found ſo much of the Divine Preſence and Bleſſing among them. 

The Truſtees conceive they have not violated © the molt ſacred 
* Privileges of Conference, —by accepting of three of their 
Preachers, and rejecting One, for the Reaſons above given. And 
it is not only their Opinion, but the Opinion ot ſome Hundreds, 
that ſtill remain on the o Ground, and are determined to ſupport 
the ola Cauſe 1 in this Place. But they believe they {hail find no { 
Dithculty to prove that Mr. Moore and all who a& on his Prin- i 
ciples, have violated the Reſolutions of Conference, in attempting 

to introduce the Sacrament, &c. where it was not unanimouſly re- 
- queſted ;—which plainly appears by the following Reſolution of 
the Conference lafi Year, and printed in their Minutes :— | 
The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ſhall not be adminiſtered f 
„ by the Preachers in any Part of our Connettion, except where 
«* the WHOLE SOCIETY is unanimous for it, and will not be con- 
* tented without it; and even in thoſe few exempt Societies, it 
; „ ſhall be adminiſtered, as far as practicable, in the Evening only, 
1 * and according to the Form of the Church of England. For we ; 
9 could not bear that the Sacrament, which was inſtituted by our | 
Z Lord as a Bond of Peace and Union, ſhould become a Bone of, ö 
4 « Contention ; and are determined never to ſanction the Admi- | 
6 « niſtration of that holy Ordinance for the Purpoſe of Strife and 
1 Diviſtion.“ 
Now let the candid Enquirer judge. whether it be the Truſtees | 
or Mr. Moore that have © violated the moſt facred Privileges of 
Conference ?”—ls there any Thing like Unanumity in the Briſtol 
4 Society? and is not this bleſſed Ordinance brought forward as 
1 a Bone of Contention among the People ? 
4 | Notwithſtanding the Repreſentation made in the Statement of* 
; Fatts—* That the Congregation inſtantly roſe up as one Man, 
; and followed Mr. Moore to Portland Chapel,” — The Truth is, 
1 that near two-tHirds were left behind; and thoſe that went off 
; were principally his Party, who had prior Notice of the Buſineſs, 
and came there for that Purpoſe. And the Congregations that 
aſſemble both at Broadmead and Guinea-ſtreet Chapels, ever ſince, 
(which is now three Weeks) is a convincing Proof where the 
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Minds of the People ſtand; as the Numbers of a Week Night are 


very little leſſened, and hoſe of a Sunday numerous and reſpec- 
table, —But it is not Numbers but Peace that the Truſtees are con- 
tending for; and they have no doubt Numbers will come in abun- 
dance, from the great Body of the People that have hitherto ſupported 
the Methodiſi Cauſe, as ſoon as they can obtain Aſſurances that no 
Deſign will be laid to draw them away into @ /eparate Party. 

The Preachers and all others who are concerned in this Buſi- 
neſs, will perceive, that the“ Statement of Facts, do not at all go 
into the real Cauſe of the Diſpute. The Writer found it his In- 
tereſt to keep that out of Sight, and bring forward only one Day's 
Tran ſaction out of three Year's Contention : In which Mr. Moore 
and his Party expected to gain a complete Conqueſt over the old 
Methodiſts, and ſubject them to ther diſſenting Scheme, or drive 
them from the Connection. So that the ſpecious Reaſoning in 
the Statement of Facts.“ reſpecting the Oppoſition of the Truſtees 
to the Conferrence, &c is only calculated to work upon the Pal. 
ſions of the People and to miſlead them; and is of a Piece with 
all that Scurrility and Abuſe that have teemed from the Pulpits 
where they have got Admiſſion, and muſt be a Diſgrace to any 
Cauſe, or any Place devoted to religious Worſhip. —For the 
Truſtees have not oppoſed the Conference 15 Mr. Moore com- 
poſes that great Body,) neither do they deſire it in any Inſtance; 
but moſt ſincerely wiſh to concur with them to the utmoſt of their 
Powers as long as they will permit them to jtand on the old Ground. 

The Public at large will alſo conſider, that thoſe three Preachers 
15 7 by the Conference and accepted by the Truſtees, are 
all 


of them old Members, whoſe Names appear in the original 


Conference Deed, and to whom the moſt ſacred Seite of the 
Conference muſt be as dear as to Mr. Moore, or any of his Party. 
But willing to ſupport the Methodiſt Intereſt on the od tried 


Foundation, they could not permit one of the oldeſt Societies in 


the Kingdom to be torne to Pieces, to ſatisfy the Caprice or Ob- 
ſtinacy of one Man; and eventually to looſe them from the Me- 
thodiſt Connection. And it is hoped the Conference will never 
encourage or ſuffer any of their Members to ad contrary to tlieir 
oꝛun Rules ;—To go into Circuits and lay Bates for the Unwary, 
to draw them away from their original Profeſſions and Simplicity, 
to make Parties and ſow the Seeds of Diſcord among the peaceable 


Inhabitants—to ſet Families and Friends one againſt another 


{all of which have been done in Briſtol, ben the Matter in Con- 
tention is allowed by themſelves—not to be neceſſary to Salvation. 
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To the PREACHERS late in Conneftion with the Rev. 
Ma. WESLEY, and all Others whom it may concern. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 
| WI are ſorry to be under the neceffity of troubling you 
a 


/ again, ſo ſoon after our former Letter: but the late 
conduct of our Opponents renders it neceſſary. We find that 
they induſtriouſly propagate and ſpread a report, 1ſt. that we wiſh 
to divide the body of Preachers, and have taken the ſteps which 
we have thought it our duty to take, in the caſe of Mr. Moore, 
with that view,; and 2dly. that we wiſh entirely to throw off the 
authority of Conference, and to take the appointment of Preachers 
into our own hands. Now both theſe charges we utterly deny. 
We fincerely deſire that the Preachers may continue to be alias 
in one body, and may labour, in connettion with each other, as 
heretofore, to ſpread piety and virtue through the nation ; only 
we wiſh that this might be done as far as poſſible on the o and 
tried ground, on which we all ſtood in Mr. Weſley's days, and that 
the Lord's Supper ſhould not be introduced where the people are 
not unanimous in deſiring it, or where it will make a diviſion in 
the Societies. And as to the appointment of Preachers, we are 
well convinced that it is neceſſary, in order to preſerve the Itine- 
rant Plan, that this ſhould remain with the Conference; and we 
have not taken, nor do we wiſh to take it out of their hands, even 
with regard to Broadmead or Guinea-ſtreet Chapels, and much 
leſs with regard to Kingſwood, although all theſe Chapels are en- 
tirely at our diſpoſal. Notwithſtanding the manner in which it was 
neceſſary to word the Notzce ſent to Mr. Moore, in order to mak 
it legal, we only put a negatzve on the appointment of one, and 
that for the reaſons aſſigned in our laſt Letter, while we have ap- 
proved and confirmed the appointment of the other three, - © 
But if our Opponents wiſh to meet us on the ground of the 
authority of de, daes on his ground we are willing to meet 
them. They who complain ſo loudly of us for rejecting the au- 
thority of Conference, becauſe in one Angle inſtance we have ſeen, 
it right to deny the uſe of two of our Chapels to a man whom we 
conſider as a principal cauſe of the ſtrife and diviſion in our So- 
ciety, and who was lately with us near two years, and has only. 
been abſent two, if he could be ſaid to be ab/ent who was ſtationed 
within 12 miles, and was frequently coming and preachin 
among us, Our Opponents, we ſay, who ſo. loudly complain 4 
99), e e | us, 
we. 


(6 ) 
us, rejeft themſelves the authority of Conference, in almoſt every 
inſtance in which they can rejett it, 5 
In the 7 place, they have, if we may believe themſelves, 
bought ground, ſet on foot a ſubſcription, and begun to build a 
new Chapel, without any Countenance or authority from Confe- 
rence, or even from a Diſtiict Meeting, nay before the Aſſiſtant 
came into the Circuit, or was or could be conſulted upon the 
buſineſs. | 
2dly. They have refuſed Mr//rs. Benſon and Rodda, both ap- 
ointed for the Briſtol Circuit, liberty to preach in Portland- 
Chapel, although the Deed of that Chapel, gives them no au- 
thority fo to att, nay expreſsly enjoins them to receive the 
Preachers appointed by Conference, and even prohibits any 
Preacher whatever from preaching in that Chapel without the 
conſent of the Superintendant thereof, who is now Mr. Benſon.— 
And this they have done without any pretence whatever, in the 
caſe of Mr. Benſon, who being an entire ſtranger had no hand in 
the diſpute, and before he arrived in Town, wrote to the Truſtees 


of that Chapel, to give notice for his preaching in it before he had 


reached or offered to preach in the Room or Guinea-ftreet 
Chapel. Nay, and Mr. Rodda offered to preach there after the 
diviſion, before he had preached in our Chapels, but was rejected. 
gdly. They have oppoſed the Preachers appointed for Briſtol, 
in the juſt and regular execution of their office in ſundry parts of 
the Circuit entruſted by Conterence to their care, employing for 
that purpoſe ſundry private members and local Preachers, as well 
as any travelling Preachers they have been able to draw over to 
their party, ſeveral of whom they have detained here for weeks to 
the neglect of the Circuits to which they were appointed. For 
inſtance, on Thurſday night laſt, when Mr. Rodda at Mr. Ben/on's 
deſire, went over to Kingſwood to preach, it being his regular 
turn, and to publiſh that Mr. Vaſey would give the Sacrament the 
Sunday following, (the firſt Sunday in the Month. and the proper 
time for adminiſtering it) he was oppoſed by Dr. Coke, tothe great 
diſturbance of the congregation, and the exciting of ſtrife and 
contention among the people. Ep Seen | 
And again on CORE laſt when Mr. Benſon, hearing of the con- 


- fuſion, went over with a view to quiet the people's minds, and do 


his duty as an aſſiſtant in meeting the Society, Stewards and 
Leaders, and having previouſly, for the ſake of peace, permitted 
Mr. Rhodes to preach in the morning, he was oppoſed in the face 


of the whole congregation by Mr. Rhodes in a way not very be- 
coming, in one who was appointed for another Circuit, and had 


no right to appear in that pulpit but by Mr. Ben/on's 9 
n 


> thoſe innovations among us which have already divided ſo many 


3 


And the ſame day Mr. Vaſey met with ſimilar treatment from Mr. 


Grant, (a young Man appointed for a Corniſh Circuit) at Winter- 
bourn. And yet according to the expreſs rules of Conterence 
and the whole of the Methodiſt economy, Dr. Coke, Mr. Rhodes, 
and Mr. Grant, being all appointed for other Circuits, have no 
right whatever to preach in any Chapel or place in this Circuit in 
the Methodiſt Connettion without the leave and approbation of 
Mr. Benſon the Aſſiſtant. 

Now, Brethren, we leave you to judge who have moſt right to 
plead the authority of Conterence, they or we? And who the 
perſons are that reject and throw off the government of it. In one 
material inſtance we have now been called upon to aſſert and were 
glad we had power to aſſert its authority, We ſent on Sunday 
laſt, the following Letter to the Leaders and Stewards of the 
Methodiſt Society in Kingſwood, with a view if poſſible, to quiet 
the diſturbance there. : 


„ DEAR BRETHREN, Briſtol, Sept. 5, 1794. 


% WE the underſigned, being the Legal Truſlees of the Me- 
e thodiſt Chapel in Kingſwood as well as of thoſe in Briſtol, are 
informed, that Perſons not appointed by the Conference for this Cir- 
* cutt, are attempting to get Poſſeſſion of the Pulpit, and to ex- 
e clude the Preachers whom the Conference have appointed.— 
We therefore ſend you this Notice, that Mr. Benſon, Mr. Rodda, 
„and Mr. Vaſey, are the Preachers appointed by the Conference 
„ for this Circuit the enſuing Year, and which Appointment we 
* confirm. — Therefore no other Perſons have any Right to preach 
in Kingſwood or Briſtol Chapels but ſuch as Mr. Benſon the 
« Aſſiſtant, may think proper to permit, till the Meeting of the 
next Conference; it being always the Aſſiſtant's province to 
„manage that Buſineſs. 


HENRY DURBIN, | Being all the Truſtees for Kingſ- 
WILLIAM PINE, wood, who are now living, except 
THOMAS ROBERTS. (Mr. Green, who is now out of town. 


You ſee by all this brethren, we are not oppoſed to the Confe- 
rence: but we are oppoſed to theſe men that break at pleaſure 
every rule of Conference, and we are determined to aid you to 
the uttermoſt of our power to check that raſh, precipitate, and 
headſtrong ſpirit, which without regard to, nay and againſt the 
expreſs letter of the Rules of the Conference, will bring forward 


So- 


(8) 


Societies, and among the reſt that of Briſtol, which till theſe things 
were introduced, was as united a Society as any in the Kingdom. 


We are dear Brethren, your affectionate Brethren, 


HENRY DURBIN, EDWARD STOCK, | 
WILLIAM GREEN, NATHANIEL GIFFORD, 
WILLIAM PINE, JOHN CURTIS, 
THOMAS ROBERTS, DANIEL WAIT, Junr. 
WILLIAM BULGIN, DANIEL LANE. 


DrAR BRETHREN, f Sept. 9, 1794. 


ALTHOUGH we do not take upon us to juſtify the ſtep which 
the above-named Truſtees took in denying Mr. Moore the pulpit ; 


although we wiſh they had not taken that ſtep, as well on other 


accounts, as becauſe their taking of it, has involved us in many 


and great difficulties; yet a regard for Truth, and a concern to ſee 


every rule of Conference trampled under foot by ſome who pre- 
tend great zeal for the authority of Conference, obliges us to bear 
our teſtimony to the fatts mentioned in the above Addreſs. And 


we wiſh our Brethren to make the caſe their own, and confider how 
they would like to be oppoſed in the proper and regular execution 


of their office, by men appointed for other Circuits, and u ho have 
no authority whatever for interfering in the affairs of this? We 
are certain we have yet taken no ſtep but what we can juſtify to 
our Brethren, and truſt we ſhall not take any ſuchin time to come, 
Indeed we are not accuſed of any thing but preaching in Broad- 
mead and Guinea-ſtreet Chapels, in which Chapels, among others 
in the Circuit, we were appointed by Conference to preach, and 
which if we had abandoned, and thereby ſuffered them to be occu- 

ied by Preachers not in our connection, we did not think we could 
<a an{wered for our conduct to God, our Brethren, or our So- 
cieties. We judged it, however, to be our duty to preſerve them, 
if poſſible, to the Methodiſt Conference, together with the people 
who worſhip in them, and who are ſo firmly attached to the ld 
Plan of Methodiſin, as to be determined not to ſeparate with thoſe 
whom they conſider as making Innovations. 


We remain, dear Brethren, yours affectionately, 


OSEPH BENSON, 
ICHARD RODDA, 
THOMAS VASEY. 
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. Portland Chapel, Briſtol, Sept. 16th, 17 94- 


\{INUTES of the Diſtrict Meeting, begun this day.—Preſent, 

Samuel Bradburn, (Chairman) Henry Moore, Joſeph Ben- 
ſon, Richard Rodda, Thomas Vaſey, Joſeph Harper, Wiltiam 
Jenkins, Joſeph Burgeſs, John Dean, James Byron, Joſeph 
Sutcliffe, Robert Smith, junr. Timothy Crowther, Richard Elliott, 
and John Stephens, all Members of the Briſtol-Diſtrict: And Dr. 
Coke, Thomas Hanby, William Thompſon, Thomas Taylor, 


. Benjamin Rhodes, Thomas Rutherford, William Collins, Thomas 


Roberts, Jo nathan Crowther, John Grant, who were invited to 


attend the Meeting, and give their afſiſtance. 
I. The Truſtees of the Room and Guinea-ftreet Chapel have 
acted tyrannically and oppreſſively in cheir excluding Mr. Moore 


from thoſe Chapels in the manner they did. 


II. We highly approve of the zeal an] love manifeſted by the 
Stewards, Leaders, and People, in their reſiſting the oppreſſive 
conduct of the Truſtees, and in ſupporting the rights of the Con- | 
ference, and an injured Brother. 

III. The neceſſity of the caſe juſtifies the condutt of the 
Truſtees of Portland Chapel, in not permitiing Meſſrs. Benſon, 
Rodda, and Vaſey, to preach in that Chapel, till a Diſtrict- 
Meeting. 

IV. The Thanks of the Diſtrict- Committee are given to Dr. 
Coke, Meſſrs. Rhodes, Rutherford, Roberts, Jonathan Crowther, 


and Grant, for their ſteady ſupport of the rights of the Conference, 


and of their injured Brother Moore, againſt the oppreſſion of the 
Truſtees of the Room and Guinea— Street Chapel. 
V. The Truſtees of the Room and Guinea-Street Chapel hav- 


ing renounced the authority of the Conference, by expelling a 


member of that Body, are now become a ſeparate party, We 


_ therefore judge that Meſſrs. Benſon, Rodda, and Vaſey, in ſup- 


porting thoſe Truſtees, have withdrawn themſelves from the Me- 


thodiſt Connection. 


VI. Meſſrs. Rutherford and Grant are requeſted to aſſiſt Mr. 
Moore in taking care of the Briitol-Circuit 111i the Conference. 
And the Diſtrit-Committee recommend it to the Circuit to re- 
ceive them, and any who may aſſiſt them, being Preachers who 
ſupport the Conference. 

VII. Mr. Moore pon declared in a printed letter, in anſwer 
to one printed by the Truſtees, dated the goth. ult.“ That if the 
Truſtees could prove one charge out of the many which they have 


brought againſt him, he would give up the point, and acknow- 


ledge that he had been juſtly treated ;—The Truſtees accepted the 
B pro= 


| 
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propoſal. Six Preachers were deputed (three on each ſide) to hear 


this cauſe between Mr. Moore and the Truſtees. After a long 


hearing not one of the charges could be proved ; but on the con- 
trary, Mr. Moore's innocence was fully proved to the ſatisfaction 
of the Brethren. f Ho 2 

VIII. We think it our duty to bear a teſtimony againſt the con- 
duct of Meſſrs. Benſon, Rodda, and Vaſey, in their abrupt man- 
ner of leaving the meeting in the afternoons of the ſecond and 
third days of the fitting of the Committee. The rudeneſs of their 
condutt, we are perſuaded, deſerves this public reproot ; but ſtill 
more Mr. Benſon's reflections on the Members of the Diſtrict- 
Committee. He charged them with injuſtice. He declared, he 
ſhould in future be an advocate for Biſhops or Superintendants, 
and an oppoler of Diſtrict-Meetings ; and all, becauſe the Mem- 


bers of the Diſtrict-Committee could not agree with him in judg- 


ment, - 
IX. On account of this difference in judgment, he declared he 
would write to the Hundred. It appeared to us, that he intended 
to call the Hundred together; but our judgment was, that there 
was no need of ſuch a Meeting before the Conference, as the 
Dictridt-Meeting was the regular, conſtitutional Court for judging 
of the condutt of Preachers, and for the ſettlement of all diſputes 
concerning Preaching-Houſes, in the intervals of the Conference. 
At the ſame time, we are conſcious, we have as great a reſpect 
for and as high..an opinion of the Hundred, as Mr. Benſon and 
his Colleagues, But we muſt with great humility oblerve, that 
the call of the Hundred only, would be contrary to the compact 
made between them and the other Preachers in full connection. 
X. As we had an opportunity of examining and fifting every 

thing to the bottom in this whole Buſineſs, we think ourſelves 

obliged, (though not as Judges) to inform the whole oy of 
Preachers, (to all of whom we wiſh theſe Minutes may be ſent,) 
that we highly diſapprove of the condutt of Mr. Jeremiah Brettle, 
in his oppoſition to Mr. Moore before the Congregation, - when 
Mr Moore read in Public the Attorney's letter. 2M 

XI. We alfo inform our Brethren, that Portland-Chapel is 
already ſecured to the Conference by ſufficient Bonds, and the 
Truſtees will ſettle it completely on the Conference-Plan, as ſoon 
as convenient: And alſo, that the new Chapel, which is now in 


a forward Rate, is ſecured to the Conference by a legal engage- 


ment for 20001, for the ſettling of it on the Conterence-Plan, as 
ſoon as built, ? | . : 

XII. Meſſrs. Benſon, Rodda, and Vaſey, before the breakin 
up of the Diſtrifi-Meeting, made propoſals in behalf of the Truf. 
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tees, which appeared to us entirely ſubverſive of Liberty of Con- 
- ſcience and the Rights of the Conference; and which we therefore 
could not conſent to, Mr. Benſon alſo propoſed, that the Circuit 
ſhould be divided, which was inadmiſſible, as the Circuit and 
City are one, and have declared for the Conference. 

XIII. The Stewards, Leaders, and People look up to the Con- 
ference for ſupport, and are determined to live and die wirh them ; 


only they never will Yabmit lo be governed by the Truſtees of the 
Room and Guinea-ſtreet Chapel. | 


XIV. The Thanks of the Committee are Bing to Meſſrs. 
t 


Hanby and T. Taylor for their kind aſſiſtance through the whole 
of this important buſineſs, h 


N. B. If Mr. Moore, and Meſlrs Benſon, Rodda and Vaſey, 

parties particularly concerned, be excepted, Ten out of the eleven 
remaining Members of the Diſtrict-Meeting, voted for the above 

Minutes and Reſolutions, 


2. Mr. Aſhman, one of the Members of the Diſtrit-Committee, 
who could not be preſent, wrote to the Commitiee, obſerving, 


rence,” 


Signed in behalf of the Committee, _ 
SAMUEL BRADBURN, Chairman. 


p. S. The Thanks of the Committee are returned to Mr. Brad- 
burn for his Diligence and Impartiality through the whole of the 
buſineſs. | 


We, whoſe Names are underfigned, having been prefent at 
every fitting of the Committee, are perfectly ſatisfied with the 
whole conduct of the Committee, and with all their deter- 


minations 


T. COKE, | T. RUTHERFORD, 
T. HANBY, T. ROBERTS, 

T. TAYLOR, | J. CROWTHER, 
B. RHODES, J. GRANT. 


„] bear my proteſt againſt the Truſtees in oppoſing the Confe- 


| 
| 
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* 
To the Preachers late in Connection with the Rev. Mr. Weſley. 


DEA BRETHREN, 


TD Y the advice of ſeveral of our ſenior Brethren, we take the 
0 liberty of conſulting you in the very critical ſituation in which 
we ſtand here at this time, As the buſineſs admusof no delay, we 
requeſt your immediate anſwer addrefſed ro Mr. Thomplon, at 
London, Mr. Mather, a! Mancheſter, or to Mr. Benſon, in this City. 

We are here, you will remember, in our places, not by our ow 
choice, but by your appointment, Nevertheleſs we find ourſelves op- 
poſed in every part of the Circuit, and that in the moſt bitter, vio. 
lent, and outrageous manner, by Preachers whom you appointed 
tor other Circuits, and indeed to other D:ftr:ds, and to whom you 
gave no authority whatever to interſere with the affairs of this. And 
why are we thus oppoſed ? Becauſe we have any or all of us com- 
mitted ſome act of zmmoraltty ? No. Becauſe in ſome point we 
preach falſe Doctrine? No. Becauſe we break ſome rule or rules 
of Conference? No. Our moſt violent opponents do not lay any 
of theſe things to our charge. But is ut becauſe we ſpeak againit 
the introduction of the Sacrament at Portland Chapel, or at any 
other place, and by ſo doing throw ſome obſtacles in the way of 
that Plan, which ſome of the Brethren are in ſuch haſte to intro- 
duce? No; neither is this the cauſe of their oppoſition to us; for 
we may venture to affirm, we have not, in any one place, opened 
our mouths upon the ſubject. But the reaſon is ſimply this: we 
have not yet ſeen it our duty, to forbear preaching at the Room, 
in Broadmead, and at the Chapels in Guinea and George's-ſtreet ; 
in which Chapels we were appointed by you to preach (as others 
had been before us from yeai to year) at a time when you knew 
they were nat /ettled, and when the Truſtees would not ſettle them 
on the A Plan, and which Chapels, therefore, we cannot 
think we ſhould be juſtified in deſerting, now when the Truſtees 
are willing they ſhould be ſettled on that Plan, at leaſt as far as re- 
gards the chief point, ſaid to be in diſpute, viz. the ſecuring the ap- 
pointment of Preachers to the Conference. 

It will ſurprize you to hear that the very firſt motion made at 
the Diſtrict Meeting, held in Portland Chapel laſt week, and made 
by one of us, was, © That the Truſtees of no Chapel, ought to 
have power to refuſe the Preachers the Conference appoints, or to 
place and diſplace Preachers.” This motion Mr. H. Moore was 
the firſt to oppoſe, and upon this motion a majority of the Mem- 
bers of the Diſtrict Meeting put a Negative. And why? Becauſe 
at the ſame time that it would have condemned the late ſteps of the 

"Fs Truſtees 
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Truſtees of Broadmead and Guinea-ftreet Chapels, it went to c11- 
minate the Truflees of Portland Chapel, in refuſing us the pulpit, 
and it was determined to pronounce the conduct of the former ty- 
rannical and oppreſſive, and that of the /atter meritorious, notwith- 
ſtanding that the att of the former was at leaſt /2gal, being juſtified 
by their Deed of Truſt, and provoked by the ſteps taken the pre- 
ceding Sunday in oppoſition to their earneſt requeſt and ſolemn 
warning, reſpecting the conſequences that would follow, and that 
ot the other was againſt the expreſs letter and particular inrundlion 
of their own Deed, and wholly unprovoked, 

They have mentioned in the Minutes of the Diſtrict Meeting, 
which we doubt not, they have taken care to tranſmit to you, ſome 
Propoſals made by us, in behali of the I ruſtees, winch they ſay, ap- 

eared to them“ entirely ſubverſive of liberty of Conſcience, and 
of the rights of Conference, and that therefore they could not con- 
ſent to them,” Of ws matter you ſhall judge lt was the earneſt 
wiſh of us all, obſerving the dreadtul effects of this diviſion in Yown 
and Country, and how the members ot Chriſt's myſtical body were 
torn from each other, mangled and left bleeding to death, to try, it 
poſſible, to effect a reconcifiation between the parties. As Mr. 
Benſon wouid not have come to Briſtol at all, but in hopes of ac- 
compliſhing this purpoſe, as many of his friends at Mancheſter, Bir- 
mmngham, and other places, are witneſſes, ſo his firſt plan, in order 
thereto, was to preach alternately in all the Chapels, and without 
intermeddling with or mentioning the diſpute at all, to call the 
minds of both parties to what is of infinitely more moment, than 
any or all the matters in debate between them. This plan, which 
was {ſuggeſted to his mind before he left Mancheſter, he ſpoke of to 
ſundry of the people there, as well as to divers friends at Newcaſtle, / 
Birmingham, Worceſter, and other places upon the road, and he 
had the ſatisfaction of finding it approved by all to whom he men- 
tioned it. But alas! neither he nor they knew the length which 
one of the parties had gone in making purchaſes and entering into 
engagements for building' &c. and of courſe how much it was their 
intereſt to foment the flame and keep up the ſpirit of the contention. 

In purſuance of this plan of making peace, when Mr. Benſon 
arrived at Birmingham, it occurred to his mind, that as he had 
lodged, during the Conference, at the houſe of one of the Truſtees, 
and had frequently viſited ſeveral ot them, they being this old 
friends, that if he ſhould preach u at the Room, or at Guznea- 
Street Chapel, it might make thoſe Leaders, Stewards, and people 
who had withdrawn from thoſe Chapels, jealous of him, and to fa 
pect that he was partial to the Truſtees. He therefore, after ad- 


yiſing with a judicious friend, judged it beſt to make the firſt _ ; 
5 90 
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of his ſervices to the people that worſhipped in Porland Chapel, and 
accordingly wrote to Mr. Ewer, that he hoped to be in Briſtol on 


the Wedneſday following, and if there were no objection would 
_ preach that night in that Chapel. But to his infinite aſtoniſhment, 


when he arrived at Glouceſter, where ſeveral letters were waiting 
for him, he was informed in one written by Dr. Coke, and ſigned 
by him and H. Moore, Tho. Rutherford, Ben. Rhodes, Jon®  Crow- 
ther, and John Grant, all except Mr. Moore, Preachers appointed 
for other Circuits, that“ unleſs he unequivacally aſſured the Truf. 
tees of Portland Chapel, that he would not preach at the Room or 


at Guinea-Street Chapel, they could nor admit him into their's,” 
nay and that “ they could not admit him till he had given them 


that aſſurance under his own hand.” This was a ſtretch of power 
ſuch as he had never been witneſs to or heard of before, eſpecially 


in perſons who had no buſineſs to meddle in the diſpute, and ha 


no authority whatever in the circuit, The declaration, however, 


Was confirmed in a letter from Mr. Ewer written with much affec- 


tion, in which Mr. Ewer was ſo kind as to ſend Mr Benfon the 
copy of a letter ſigned by the Stewards and Leaders of that party, 
which letter, he was informed would be prefented to him upon 


his arrival in town, Mr. Benſon was extremely afflicted at this 


intelligence, as it, in a great meaſure, blaſted the hopes he had en- 
tertained of making peace between the parties, and maniteſted that 
his ſphere of uſefulneſs would be very much contracted in Briſtol 
and the neighbourhood. But it opened his eyes, more than ever, 
to two things: firſt to ſee how little it henified in what manner 
Preaching Houſes were ſettled : For here a Chapel, ſaid to be ſettled 
fu ly on the Conference plan, is ſhut againſt the Aſſiſtant appointed 
by Conference for the Circuit, and that without any crime or 
fault of any kind, either committed by him or alledged to him |! 
Shut againſt him merely becauſe he will not promife ſo to attach 
himſelf to one party, as to neglect his duty to the other, but wiſhes, 
to the uttermoſt of his power, to ſerve both in love. 2dly He faw 
the abſolute neceſſity of ſome more effectual meaſures being taken 


by the Conterence to execute our laws and keep better order, as 


he was convinced if Dr. C. and the Preachers who had figned 
the above mentioned Letter, had been in their own proper places, 
minding their own buſineſs, and had not meddled with the affairs 
of others, either the breach would never have happened, or it 
would ſoon have been healed. And he has been more fully con- 
vinced of this fince he arrived in Town, and has had an opportu- 


nity of converſing with fome of the parties concerned. If Dr. 
Coke had taken the advice, repeatedly given him, and in the moſt 
earneſt and folema manner urged upon him by Mr. Gifford on 


the 


2 


4 


(5) 

the Sunday morning ; and either had omitted adminiſtering the 
Sacrament at Portland Chapel; (where it had been adminiſtered the 
tortnight before) or had declined aſking Mr. Moore and Mr, 
Tho. Taylor's aſſiſtance, of which there certainly was not the leaft 
need, as Mr. Vaſey was there and was appointed by Conference 


to adminiſter it, what occurred next evening at the Room would 
not have taken place. And afterwards if haſty, raſh, and violent 


_ meaſures had not been encouraged and adopted by the Preachers 


above named, the matter after all, we doubt not, would have 
been made up, as will evidently appear by what follows. 

Mr. Benſon finding that he could not, without uſing violent 
meaſures, (meaſures which he did not wiſh to have recourſe to,) 
gain admiſhon into Portland Chapel ; and finding that prejudice 
had taken ſuch effectual hold on the hearts of the leading perſons 


that worſhip there, that he could have no acceſs to them at all in 


the way of preaching, unleſs he entirely abandoned the other 
Chapels and the large and reſpectable Congregations that regularly 
aſſemble in them, which he did not think himſelf at liberty to do, 
had recourſe to another expedient. He found it aſſerted in the 
Letter of the Leaders and Stewards of Portland Chapel, pre- 
ſented to him when he arrived in Town, that“ The 3 was 
not now, between Portland Chapel and the Truſtees of the Room, 


or whether they ſhould or ſhould not enjoy their Chriſtian Privi- 


leges, but who ſhould appoint the Preachers in the Methodift 
Connettion, the Tru/tees or the Conference?” Being glad to find 
that the ground of the diſpute was thus entirely changed, he had 
ſtill great hopes that on this freſh bottom, both parties might yet 
meet, For he had no conception, that when the matters ſhould 
be properly explained to them, the Truſtees would wiſh to claim 
any ſuch power as that of appointing Preachers, He therefore 
took the earlieſt opportunity of converſing with them at large on 
the ſubject, and afterwards drew up and offered to their conſi- 
deration, certain propoſals, which he thought might at leaſt afford 
a baſis on which the parties might meet to conſider and fettle 
more fully the terms of reconciliation between them. In drawing 
up theſe propoſals, Mr. Benſon did not conſider, what propoſi- 
tions he would have wiſhed the Truſtees to make, if he had been 
at liberty to diftate to them, but what he had reaſon to think he 
could prevail on them to make: and the Brethren will now judge 
how far they were reaſonable or admiſſible, and proper to be 


brought forward as a ground for peace. It was particularly re- 


queſted by Mr. Benſon, that they might be printed in the Minutes 
of the Diſtrict Meeting, but that meaſure being rejected, they are 
here laid before you. | 


Pro- 


4 


Propoſals (by Mr. B.) for a reconciliation between the two 

contending parties: 1 8 5 
1. All paſt things to be forgotten, and reproackful and abuſive 

expreſſions to be avoided on both ſides, eſpecially from the pulpit. 

2. On condition, that Mr. Moore forbears to aſſiſt in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the. Sacrament at Portland Chapel, the Truſtees 
{hall revoke the prohibition ſent unto him, reſpetting preaching 
in the Room, and Guinea-ſtreet Chapels. | 

That the Truſtees ſhall engage to allow the appointment of 
Preachers for Briſtol, as well as other parts of the kingdom, to re- 
main with the Conference, and that they will receive the Preachers 
the Conference appoints, reſerving to themſelves a negative only, in 
the caſes of immorality, or of falſe dofrine, clearly proved to the 
ſatisfaction of the majority of the Truſtees, Stewards, and Leaders, 
on condition, that end Service ſhall be in church-hours, or the 
Lord's Supper adminiſtered at the Room, or at Guinea-ſtreet Cha- 

pels, exCept by a Clergyman of the Church of England, and with 
the approbation of a majority of the Truſtees; and that the Sacra- 
ment {hall not be adminiſtered even at Portland Chapel, except by 
a Clergyman, at leaſt till the Society are wnantmous for its being 
adminiſtered by the Lay-Preachers. 

4. In caſe the Preachers ſhuuld be hereafter ſo divided, that either 
there ſhould be no Conference, or there ſhould be two or more Con- 
ferences, that then the Truſtees ſhould be at full liberty to appoint 
Preachers io occupy their Chapels as the Deeds direct. 

That theſe propoſitions are to be acceded to, on condition, that 
not only all paſt things are to be forgotten, but that all buildings 
are to ceaſe, ſo as to brivg all things back to the ſame ground on 
which they ſtood before the diſpute begun.“ 

Thele propoſitions of the Truſtees, being judged by a majority 
of the Dictrict Meeting to be inadmiſſible, Mr. William Thomp- 
| ſon, who was defirous that before the Meeting broke up, ſome ſtep 
fi poſſible, ſhould be taken towards peace, after converſing with 
! us, and with ſome of the Truſtees, delivered in their name, the 
[ following treſh Propoſal, which, as the Preachers did not attend 
at the hou! appointed afte! dinner on Thurſday, and he could not 
| wait much longer, having taken his place in the coach tor Lon- 
j don, he left in writing. ſigned by his name. As the Diſtrict 
Meeting chuſes to rejc& the propoſals of the Truſtees, reſpecting 
the Lord's-Supper being adminiſtered by a Clergyman only, it is 
now propoſed, that Portland Chapel, with all that incline to wor- 
ſhip there, and all other places of the Briſto] Circuit, where the 
people are of ihe ſame mind, be added to another Circuit, or 
made a ſeparate Circuit ; as they have no objettion, in caſe _ 18 

| one, 
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done to Lay. Preachers, or any others that chuſe adminiſtering the 
Lord's-Supper in that Chapel, whenſoever, and as often- ſoever as 


is judged proper or convenient.” This propoſal, reaſonable as it 


was, met with ſo much oppoſition from ſeveral of the Brethren, 
Who now came in, and ſuch a ſpirit was manifeſted, and ſuch ex- 


preſſions uſed by one or two, that Mr. Thompſon again withdrew, 
as he had done the day before, in much grief of mind, on account 


of ſuch proceedings. The Chairman obſerving this, followed him 
out into the yard, and begging him to overlook what had paſſed, 
ſaid in the preſence of Mr. Benſon, and Mr. Collins,“ They ſhall 
agree to it, (viz. to this laſt mentioned propoſal) or I will waſh my 
hands of them.” It appears, however, from their Minutes, that 
they did not agree to it, and no wonder, for they did not agree to 


a third propoſal made by Mr. Benſon, which was ſtill more ne- 


ceſſary to be agreed to. This was, that “ if we could neither re- 
concile the parties, nor agree to divide the Circuit, or join Port- 
land Chapel to another Circuit, the Preachers, at leaſt, for the 


credit of religion, and in tenderneſs to the bleeding cauſe of God, 


ſhould ceaſe to oppoſe each other, in ſo violent and determined a 
manner, in every place in town and country.” But even ths 
was not acceeded to. We indeed, if we pleaſed, might give up 
the whole Circuit to them, and forbear to preach any where; but, 
if we thought proper to preach at all, they were determined to 
oppoſe us. | | 
A ſad inſtance of which we had on Sunday laſt, when Mr. Rod- 
da, going to preach at Kingſwood, according to appointment, 
and the previous notice that had been given, was oppoſed by Dr. 
Coke and his party, in the moſt violent and outrageous manner, 
to the exciting of a great tumult and confuſion in the congrega- 
tion, and to the danger of Mr. Rodda's life, and that of one of his 
friends, the particulars of which may hereafter be laid down be- 
fore you. Ip 
Indeed our opponents, we muſt ſay, have diſcovered the moſt 


determined oppoſition to peace, on whatever terms it was offered, 


through the whole buſinefs. And no wonder, for if peace had been 
made, what would have become of their whole plan of buying and 
building ? Beſide the double purchaſe of ground to build new cha- 
pels on, near thoſe of Broadmead and Guinea-ltreet, they hadenter- 
ed into engagements to lay out upon the premiſes at one of the pla- 
ces, no leſs a ſum than that of 25o0ol. This being confidered, it 
is not ſtrange that they paid fo little regard to the above-mentoned 
propoſitions made, with a view to reſtore peace; for, in conſe- 
quence of the haſty and raſh ſteps they had taken, peace was one 
of the greateſt evils that —— befall them. It would —_ 

| | pb” 
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diſconcerted all their ſchemes, blaſted all their profpetts, and left 
them involved in bargarns and debts, out of which it would have 
required a pretty capital ſum to have extricated them, The war 
therefore, muſt be proſecuted at all events. The ſword was 
drawn, and the ſcabbard,” as Dr. Coke expreſſed himſelf in a 
letter to Mr. Benſon, muſt be“ thrown away,” and no buſineſs 
be carried on but that of blood and ſlaughter. Hence they dreaded 
a Peace- maker, as they would have dreaded a Sheriff*s Officer, 
and had the ſame objection to our preaching in Portland Chapel, 
which ſome of the Jews had to Jeremiah's prophecying in Jeru- 
ſalem, during their war with the Chaldeans, For it poſſibly 
might have diſpoſed ſome of the people to wiſh for peace. | 
No wonder therefore that, as they rejected the propoſals and 
diſregarded the advice of Mr. Thompſon, who came to deliver 


treat with neglect ſimilar propoſals and advice offered to their 
conſideration, by Meſſrs. Mather and Pawſon, in a letter addreſſed 
to the Meeting, in the following words: - 


Very Dear Brethren, Mancheſter, Sept. 13, 1794. 


W have been early acquainted with the unhappy differences 
at Briſtol, as well by Brother Moore, as Brother Benſon, and 
were by the latter intreated to come as Peace-Makers, And on 
condition Peace could not be effected on his arrival at Briſtol, 
without our interference in that character; we promiſed him we 
would come as ſuch. 5 4 | 5 

his, it appears, has been the occaſion of divers other Brethren, 
being ſolicited to attend there; with whom we had no objettion 
to att in that capacity, but the contrary, Yet finding, from com- 


tempt; and the ſituation of our Circuits being ſuch as rendered 
our abſence very injurious to them, we have forbore coming. 
_..,Yet as you know our deſire of peace and dread of the effects of 
a diviſion, by whomſoever occaſioned, we take the liberty to re- 
commend unto you,—1ſt, That you uſe your endeavours to re- 
ſtore peace between yourſelves, and unity to the people.—2d. 
That the farther determination of this matter be referred to the 
deciſion of the Conference, to whom we think it properly be- 
longs; it being our opinion that neither the conduct of the Truſ- 
tees nor of the Brethren can be wholly vindicated, and that only 
Conference can be judge in this very important affair. There- 
fore, we intreat that every thing may be lett as it is till they meet, 

| as 


theſe propoſals, and give that advice in per/on, they ſhould alſo ' 


paring the ſundry accounts, this was likely to be a fruitleſs at- 


* 


0 


as to building; and that the Circuit may be as it was at Conle- 
rence. 
We remain your affettionate Friends and Brethren, 
To the Chairman of the A. MAFHER, 
Briſtol Diſtrict. JOHN PAW SON. 


— 


But ſo far from every thing being left as it was till Conference, 
as to building, and the Circuit being put into the ſtate it was in 
when this diviſion took place, they were determined to purſue 
their plan, and carry their ſcheme of building into execution as 
rapidly as poſſible. To accompliſh this, their firſt point was to 

et quit of us, and appoint other Preachers for the Circuit, They 
declare, therefore, in their Minutes, that they “ judge we have 
withdrawn ourſelves from the Methodiſt Connettion ”* . A decent 
way this of. expelling us! And they have appointed Meſſrs. 
Rutherford and Grant, Preachers, whom you appointed to other 
Circuits, to take our places. We believe they wiſh us to with- 
draw, for {ome of us bave long been heavy clogs upon their 
wheels, and conſiderable bars in their way. But they ſhall find, 
although we withdrew from their Meeting, we are not withdrawn 
from the Methodiſt Connection, nor from the Body of our 
Brethren, whom we ſincerely love, and to whom we are more 
united than to any men in the world, and in union with whom: 
we doubt not, we ſhall live and die. : 

We think it our duty, (they ſay,) to bear a teſtimony againſt 
the conduct of Meſſrs. Benſon, Rodda, and Vaſey, in their ab- 
rupt manner ot leaving the Meeting, in the afternoon of the: 
ſecond and third days of the ſitting of the Committee.“ 2 

But why do they not bear their teſtimony againſt the conduct 
of Mr. Thompſon alſo? He withdrew as well as we. Nay he led 
the way and we only followed, Perhaps they will ſay, „He did 
not belong to the Diſtrict.” But neither did Jer. Brittle belong” 
to the Diſtrict, whom, however, they have taken upon them pub- 
licly to cenſure. The truth, we preſume is, they were afraid to 
meddle with Mr. Thompſon. He is a little above their hand. 


But why do they not inform you of the reaſons of our withdraw- 


ing ? Why do they not tell you that Mr. Thompſon, in ſpeaking 
to a queſtion of great importance, and to which he ſpoke, we 
think, in a moſt clear and convincing manner, and in a manner 
none of them could anſwer, was ſo continually interrupted by one 
and another, chiefly young Preachers, and on a ſhort ſtanding in 
the work, that he was kept upon his legs near an hour, in de- 


claring what he might otherwiſe have delivered in about ten 


minutes. 


1 


minutes. And why do they not tell you how conſtantly this was 
done to us all? And how many bitter expreſſions were thrown 
out, by one and another from time to time, eſpecially by ſome 

Who did not belong to the Diſtrict, and had no right to be preſent 
at the Meeting but by permiſhon, It is true Dr. Coke, in a pen1- 
tent letter, addreſſed to Mr. Benſon, © aſked him a thouſand or 
ten thouſand (we are not ſure which) pardons,” for ſome of thoſe 
expreſſions, but this was not till the day after, and was inſufficient 
to heal the wound made, eſpecially as the ſame condutt was per- 
ſiſted in by ſome of the party, and never manifeſted itſelf more 
than at the time we laſt withdrew, when Mr. Thompſon was fo 


teved as we do not remember ever before to have ſeen him. For 


m we felt more than for ourſelves, as he had come to the Meet- 


ing, not by his own choice, but at our repeated and preſſing invita- 


tions, not to help us tojuſtify the Truſtees of the Room and Guinea- 
ſtreet Chapel, any more than thoſe of Portland Chapel, who all 
appeared, both to bim and us to have deviated from the line of 
conduct which, we think, ought to have been parſued- in this 


buſineſs by lovers of peace, but to act as a Medialor between the 


parties, and to aſſiſt us to form ſome plan, on which we might 


hereafter proceed peaceably And we have every reaſon to be- 


lieve, that if Mr. Mather had attended the Meeting, as we fully 
expected he would have done, he would have met with ſimilar 
treatment, and indeed every one that {hou!d have dared to utter a 
word in favour of peace. | | | 

And now, Brethren, you have before you a few of thoſe facts 
on which we ground our charge of partzality or muſtzce, brought 


againſt a majority of the Diſtrict Meeting, and in conſequence of 
which we have judged it our duty to appeal to you. You will eaſily 


obſerve, upon a review of the whole, that our opponents have 


been obliged to change their ground again and again, during the 


conteſt, and on what ground they will now think proper to fix 
themſelves we are at a loſs to ſay. iſt To juſtify their depar- 
ture from the Church of England, and the introduction of Baptiſm, 


the Lord's-Supper, and the Burial of the Dead at Portland Chapel, 


they pleaded Liberty of Conſcience, and the Rights and Privꝛleges 
as Engliſumen and as'Chriſhans. To meet them on this ground, 


and to ſhew that there was no deſire to violate their Conſciences, 
or. deprive them of any of their 7:ghts, it was agreed by the 
Truſtees, that they might have Sacrament, - &c. at Portland 
Chapel by a Clergyman; and Mr. Vaſey was appointed by the 
Conference for the Briſtol Circuit, in order that he might ad- 


miniſter it. | 


2. When this did not give them ſatisfaction and it was argued 


that the people wanted the Lord's-Supper, not from a (Hogs, 
| ut 


(24 ). 


but from their own Preachers, to meet them here as far as poſſible 
confiltently with the peace of the Society, it was ſignified that even 
this ſhould be allowed them, as ſoon as the Society ſhould be 
unanmous for its being fo adminiſtered. But as that was very far 
from being the caſe at preſent, the Truſtees wiſhed to abide by 
the /olemn declaration and decree of the laſt Leeds' Conference, 
winch made wnarimty, in this caſe, an indiſpenſable condition of 
ihe Sacraments being introduced any where. | 

3. When, notwithſtanding the want of this unanimity, Meſſrs. 
Moore and Taylor, at Dr. Coke's deſire, aſſiſted in adminiſtering 
on the Sunday after Conference, and that unhappy ſtep was follow- 
ed by another equally unhappy, taken by the Traſtees, the day fol- 
lowing, and Mr. Moore was denied the pulpit in the Broadmead 
and Guinea-ſtreet Chapels, freſh ground was then taken and it was 


85 - vehemently urged that the point now was, not whether the people 


ſhould enjoy their chriſtian printeges, but who thould appoint Preach- 
ers, the Truftees or the Conſerence? To meet them on this ground, 
or rather to take it away and ſhew that it was no point in diſpute 
at all, the Truſtees came forward and declared, in a printed letter, 
that they had no intention, nor deſire to take the appointment of 
Preachers out of the hands of the Conference, even for Broadmead 
and Guznea-jtreet Chapels, and much leſs for the whole Circuit. 

4. When this did not ſatisfy, and it was urged, * Let them give 
us afſurance of this by a legal inſtrument, and we will be ſatisfied,” 
they were at length prevailed upon to agree even to this, as appears 
by the above Propoſals, and by ſo doing as was hoped, to remove 
every cauſe of diſpute. The war, however, muſt ſtill be proſe- 
cuted on /ome ground, but on what it belongs to our opponents to 
ſay, for we do not know. Perhaps they will now return again to 
the point from which they ſet out, and, inſiſting on Mr. Moore, in 
particular, giving the Sacrament at Portland Chapel, will abide by 
the declaration made by him at the Diſtrict Meeting, that © unleſs 
he adminiſtered it, 300 of the people would call in or go over to 
ſome Independent Miniſter? If ſo, we can only aſk what depen. 
dence can be placed on a people who, if they have not their own 
will, in fo trivial a matter, a matter which does not concern the 
Lord's Supper itſelf, or the neceſſity or utility of receiving ii, but only 
whether they muſt receive it from hu, or that per/on, will with- 
draw from the people with whom they have been ſo long united, 
and among whom they have got all their ſpiritual good, and will 
commence open and avorwed Diſſenters? But be this as it will, it ap- 
pears to us that there exiſts at preſent, no reaſonable difference, but _ 
| ſuch as exiſts in the hearts of the parties, (viz. a want of love} and 
in the engagements they have raſhly entered into reſpetting build. 

ins. he. | | ing 


( 22 ) 
ing which engagement they think they muſt now fulfil. But con- 


cerning theſe matters you muſt judge, for you are our Peers, to 

ou we appeal, and by your judgment we mean to ſtand or fall. 
Tel us therefore, on what fide you think fru and juſtice lies. We 
are not conſcious we have violated any rule of Conference, any more 
than that we have committed any ad? of zmmorality, We have only 
ated according to the bejt of our judgment for the good of the whole, 
and as we were adviſed to act by the Pre/edents of our two firſt Con- 


ferences, and by a great many of our ſemor brethren, Nevertheleſs 


the Diſtrict Meeting has thought proper to /ufpend us, or which is 
the ſame thing, to pronounce that we have withdrawn from the Con- 
nefhon and this with the conſent of Meſſrs. Taylor, Hanby, Rhodes, 
and Rutherford, as well as of Dr. Coke, and ſome younger bre- 
thren, although it was well known to the two firſt named Preachers 
that when, at and before the laſt Mancheſter Conference, Dr. Coke, 
being then utterly againſt a ſeparation from the church, uſed man 

efforts to get them and others of the ſame party excluded the con- 
neftion, Mr. Benſon ſteadily oppoſed him, making uſe, as the Dr. 
acknowledged at the Dictrict Meeting of this argument, They 
are pious men, and a diviſion among the people of God is a real 
evil, but the introduttion of the Sacrament by the Lay Preachers 
is but a doubtful evil. It is not right to cauſe a real evil in order 
to prevent a doubtful one.” In this manner have theſe brethren 
requited Mr. Benſon. But is it zu/t as a ſenior Brother aſks, even 
ſuppoſe we ſhould be miſtaken, io ſuſpend Preachers for an att of 
private judgment, when there is no moral offence, or violation of 


any rule of Conference? And is it proper or conſiſtent that this 


ſhould be done under a pretence of maintaining the authority of Con- 

ence when that authority is at the ſame time rejected by thoſe 
very perſons who have taken upon them thus to att, and that in 
many gearing inſtances ? | 

1. The Conference has enjoined that no ſtep ſhall be taken to. 
wards building new Preaching-Houſes, but where they are appoint- 
ed by Conference, or at leaſt approved by a Diſtrict Meeting, but 
here without any ſuch authority, nay, without ſo much as ning 


the Afji/tant, ground has been bought in two places, engagements 


entered into, and building attually begun at one of them. Now, 
we aſk, by what rule and by whoſe authority have they done this ? 

2. The Conference appointed us to preach in Broadmead and 
Guinea- ſtreet Chapels, but they have taken upon them to annull. 
that appointment, and forbid our preaching in thoſe Chapels. By 
what rule and by whoſe authority has this been done? 

g. Becauſe we do not think proper to diſobey the Conference, and 
to obey them, they pronounce us withdrawn from the Connection. By 


what 


( 23 ) 
what rule and by whoſe authority do they pronounce this ſentence ? 

4. The Conterence appointed Dr. Coke and Mr. Rutherford, 
for London, Mr. Rhodes for Birmingham, Mr. Grant, for Corn- 
wall, and Mr. Jona. Crowther, for the Weſt-Indies; but they have 
detained them all here from their Circuits for ſeveral weeks, and 
have appointed two of them, viz. Meſſrs. Rutherford and Grant, to 
labour here the reſt of the year, and that without even conſulting 
the Aſſiſtants of thoſe Circuits, to which they were appointed. By 
what rule again we aſk, and by whoſe authority have they exerciſed 
this extraordinary power? 

5. They have employed theſe Preachers whom the Conference did 
not appoint for this Circuit, in oppoſing us whom the Conference 
did appoint. By what rule, ſtill we aſk, and by whoſe authority 
have they ſet men to do this prepoſterous work ? 

6. They have voted the public thanks of their Meeting to thoſe 
brethren who, neglecting the work the Conference appointed them 
to do, have created endleſs ſtrife and confuſion by meddling in other 
men's matters, and who diſobeying the Conference have obeyed and 
ferved them. By what rule, we once more demand, and by what 
authority have they taken this /zrange, this unprecedented ſtep? _ 

In all theſe, and many more inſtances which might be mention- 
ed, they have taken upon themſelves to att as the Conference, and 
have exalted their authority above the authority of the Conterence, 

and in doing this have even trampled the aathority of Conference 

( under foot, and as far as they could, have annihilated it. And all 

this they have done, under a pretence of ſerving the Conference, but 

in 7 to carry a favorite point, to introducè the Adminiſtration 

of the Sacrament by the Lay- Preachers every where, without re- 
arding one ſtraw, how much the people are divided by the mea- 

Five ; a meaſure this, which Dr, Coke told Mr. Vaſey, the other 

day, it was © now determined, if poſſible to carry every where, 

for that they would not have their conſciences tyrannized over any 

longer ;”” a worthy ſpeech to come from the lips of a Rev. Doctor 
of the eſtabliſhed Church! And now, Brethren, it belongs to you 

to judge to what iſſue, it is probable, theſe raſh and molent mea- 
ſures will proceed, if they be not ſpeedily checked. Whatever be- 
come of us, if we ſhould be thought even unworthy of your re- 

gard ; yet we entreat, we conjure you, for the love of God, pity his 

leeding cauſe, and ariſe and ſave the Methodiſt Connection, and 

the authority of Conference. If you ſleep now, and ſuffer the 

reſent awful criſis to paſs over unnoticed, the Preachers and peo- 

ple will be divided, and the cauſe of Methodi/m, that is the cauſe of 

religion and of God, will be at once expoſed to contempt and ridi- 

cule, and in a great meaſure eee er and deſtroyed. As to us: 
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do what you pleaſe with us. We will not leave you, unleſs 2 
put us awa) ; and if you do, we are determined it ſhall be for no 
. crime. It (halt be for keeping and not for hrealing the rules of Con- 
N ference. But for God's ſake and for the fake of the ſouls of thou- 
Hands yet unborn, inter poſe, in this critical time, and fave, through 


| 

| the divine help, the work of God from utter ruin and deſtruction, 
| a work ſo great and extraordinary that nothing has been ſeen like 

| 


it for centuries. Whether it will be neceſſary for the hundred „. 
Members to come together, as we think it certainly is, ſuppoſe to _ 4 
Birmingham, or to any other place more convenient, you, or a ma- = : 
Joraty of you, muſt judge and determine. Your letters directed as 
above, will appriſe us of your intentions, and inform us, — 1ſt, | 
Whether it is your opinion we ſhould continue to preach in the 
Broad-mead, Guinea-Street, and George's-Street Chapels, in 
Briſtol, and at Thornbury, Keynſham, and other parts of the | 
Circuit, to the Congregations that deſire us till Conference, which | 
| Congregations in Town, eſpecially, are very good, while there are 
27 * — with us in Society in Briſtol, excluſive of the Country, at 
ealt 20 Claſſes, and about goo Members, almoſt all old Metho- 
diſts, and many of them ſome of Mr. Weſley's ft and beſt friends. 
The Country Societies remain as they were. 2dly. In caſe you 
ſhould judge that we ought to abandon theſe three Chapels in 
Briſtol, and two in the Country, as well as ſeveral ſmaller places, 
and leave them to be occupied by whomſoever the Truſtees, and |) 


. 


ris concerned may think proper to call in, and to ſuffer the 
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ocieties to be ſcattered and left as ſheep without a Shepherd; F 
pleaſe to tell us where we ſhall all live, and what we Ihall do for _ F 
à maintenance till next Conference? gdly. In cafe you ſhall de- 


—_— — TT 8 


termine that we ought to continue to preach in theſe Chapels, and 
to take the overſight of theſe Societies, inform us whether you 
approve of, and will countenance the bitter and violent oppoſition 


that is made to us in Town and Country ? Hoping to be favoured 4 
ſoon with your judgment and directions, in theſe matters, 3 4 
W 
te BY by Your affettionate Brethren, 4 
_- #6 23 | JOSEPH BENSON, a 
1 RICHARD RODDA, 


Briſtol, Sept. 26, 179. THOMAS VASET. 


4 N. B. Of the Diſtrict Meeting that took upon them to expel us,. 
©, 4 Wwhoareall old Members of the Conference, and to appoint otber 

Preachers for the Circuit, only three are of the hundred. Ol the reſt 
only co have been admitted into full connection five years, one four 
= Fears, one two years, and three not one year, The two others are 
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do what you pleaſe with us. We will not leave you, unleſs you 
hut us away ; and # 1 do, we are determined it ſhall be for no 
crime. It ſhall be for Aceping and not for breaking the rules of Con- 
ference, But for God's fake and for the fake of the ſouls of thou- 
ſands yet unborn, inter poſe, in this critical time, and fave, through 
the divine help, the work of God from utter ruin and deſtruktion, 
a work ſo great and extraordinary that nothing has been ſeen like 
it for centuries. Whether it will be neceſſary for the hundred 
Members to come together, as we think it certainly is, ſuppoſe to 
Birmingham, or to any other place more convenient, you, Or a ma- 
jority of you, muſt judge and determine. Your letters diretied as 
above, will appriſe us of your intentions, and inform us, — 1ſt, 
Whether it is your opinion we ſhould continue to preach in the 


Broad-mead, Guinea-Street, and George's-Street Chapels, in 
Briſtol, and at Thornbury, Keynſham, and other parts of the 


Circuit, to the Congregations that deſize us till Conference, which 
Congregations in Town, eſpecially, are very good, while there are 
joined with us in Society in Briſtol, excluſive of the Country, at 
leaſt 20 Claſſes, and about goo Members, almoſt all old Metho- 
diſts, and many of them ſome of Mr. Weſley's ist and be/t friends. 
The Country Societies remain as they were. 2dly. In caſe you 
ſhould judge that we ought to abandon theſe three Chapels in 
Briſtol, and two in the Country, as well as ſeveral ſmaller places, 
and leave them to be occupied by whomſoever the Truſtees, and 
parties concerned may think proper to call in, and to ſuffer the 


Societies to be ſcattered and left as ſheep without a Shepherd ; 


pleaſe to tell us where we ſhall all live, and what we thall do for 
a maintenance till next Conference? gdlv. In cafe you ſhall de- 
termine that we ought to continue to preach in theſe Chapels, and 
to take the overſight of theſe Societies, inform us whether you 
approve of, and will countenance the bitter and violent oppoſition 
that is made to us in Town and Country ? Hoping to be favoured 
ſoon with your judgment and directions, in theſe matters, 


by | Wee remain, Dear Brethren, 


In Your affettionate Brethren, 


JOSEPH BENSON, 
— RICHARD RODDA, 
Briſtol, Sept. 26, 1794. THOMAS VASEY: 


N. B. Of the Diſtrict Meeting that took upon them to expel us, 
who are all old Members of the Conference, and to appoint other 
Preachers for the Circuit, only three are of the hundred. Of the reſt 
only two have been admitted into full connection five years, one four 
years, one two years, and three not one year, The two others are 
yet upon trial. | 


